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IN THE UNITED STATES CIRCUIT COURT  

FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK, 

 ONTARIO COUNTY, NEW YORK 

 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

 Plaintiff, 

 vs. 

 

SUSAN B. ANTHONY, 

 Defendant.  

 

CASE NO. 1873-32 CR 

 

 

 

Mock Trial Script  

 

In 1872, Susan B. Anthony registered to vote and voted in the Presidential election between Ulysses 

S. Grant and Horace Greeley at her local polling place in Rochester, New York. After voting she was 

arrested and charged with Knowingly Illegally Voting. She argued that all citizens’ rights to Due Process 

under the U.S. Constitution gave her all and other women the right to vote.  

 

She was convicted and fined $100. Her response to the Judge was: “I shall never pay a dollar of 

your unjust penalty. And I shall earnestly and persistently continue to urge all women to the practical 

recognition of the old revolutionary maxim: Resistance to tyranny is obedience to God.” She never paid the 

fine.  

 

Susan B. Anthony died in 1906. It was not until 1920 that the 19th Amendment to the U.S. 

Constitution passed, guaranteeing all women the right to vote. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

U.S. Magistrate Judge Celeste F. Bremer, J.D., Ed.D. 

123 E. Walnut Street, Room 435 

Des Moines, Iowa 50309 

 
Assistance Provided By: 

Emma Schulte, Catherine Chiodo, Denisha Renovales and Allison Adams 
 
 

Note: 
 This is not the actual trial transcript. This mock trial is designed to generate discussion about advancing women’s voting rights, how voting 

rights are granted and should be enforced. 
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Instructions for Moderators 

Setup: Two counsel tables, Judge’s bench, Clerk’s desk, Witness chair.  Exhibits are with the Clerk. 

 

Props: Robe, gavel, hats, exhibits (included in packet), separate verdict form. 

 

• You are here to facilitate the mock trial and jury deliberations. Please read the case summary and 

discussion questions included.    

 

• You will have about 20 minutes for the trial, 10 minutes for deliberations, and 10 minutes to 

guide a discussion and answer questions from students.  

 

When your group arrives: 

 

1. Introduce yourself, give a 30 second biography. State why you think this topic is important. Describe 

the case. 

 

2. Assign roles. Don’t ask for volunteers (takes too long and causes confusion). Ask the students if they 

are comfortable reading out loud, if not, find someone else. Try to balance the number of roles 

between genders. Anyone not selected for a role in the trial is a juror, so everyone will get to do 

something. In the actual case, only men could serve on the jury, but we’re more inclusive. Make this 

point and ask the students whether they think having diversity on the jury makes a difference in the 

result.   

 

3. Give scripts to the cast; provide robe, gavel, hats, props, etc. to the correct person. Let the audience 

look at the exhibits while the cast prepares.  

 

4. Seat the attorneys, parties, and witnesses at the counsel tables. Have the judge go to the back of the 

room to put on the robe, then when court is announced (Clerk bangs gavel, says “All rise, Court is 

now in session.”), the judge comes forward and takes the bench.  

 

5. Attorneys can use the exhibits during Opening Statements and Closing Arguments. If a witness 

testifies about an exhibit, pass the Exhibit to the Jurors, but keep testimony going while exhibits 

passed around. 

 

6. After Closing Arguments, the Jury deliberates. If the group is large, split into two or more jury panels.  

If the mock trial participants or adults in the room want to deliberate too, that’s fine.  But the verdict 

should be the result of the kids’ discussions and delivered by each group separately.  

 

7. After the return of a verdict by each jury, answer any questions the students have and use the 

discussion questions provided. Ask whether they think that having juries of only men or only women 

would change the outcome? 
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MODERATOR’S INTRODUCTION FOR MOCK TRIAL 

 

In the fall of 1872, a group of Suffragettes sought to vote in the Presidential election in upstate 

New York.  These women were led by Susan B. Anthony, an internationally respected figure who led the 

women’s voting rights movement in the United States, Wyoming was the only state at the time of 1872 

that allowed women the right to vote in a Presidential election, New York State did not. They registered 

to vote in New York State and submitted their ballots at their local polling place. Anthony argued the 14th 

Amendment to the U.S. Constitution gave all citizens the right to vote. Afterwards, Anthony was arrested 

and charged with the crime of Knowingly Illegally Voting.   

 

At trial, Miss Anthony did not testify on her own behalf because women were not allowed to 

testify in criminal trials.  She did manage to give a speech at the end of her trial against the Court’s 

wishes. After all the testimony, the Judge entered a Directed Verdict of Guilty which meant that the jury 

did not get to deliberate. For this Mock Trial, we changed that ruling. The jury will consider the facts and 

the law, deliberate, and return a verdict. The Judge imposed a $100 fine, though Miss Anthony never paid 

it. 

 

In 1920 all U.S. women gained the right to vote with the passage of the 19th Amendment to the 

U.S. Constitution. This case asks you to reflect on Susan B. Anthony’s role in advancing women’s rights, 

how voting rights are granted, and how voting rights should be enforced. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES CIRCUIT COURT 

 FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK,  

ONTARIO COUNTY, NEW YORK 

 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

 Plaintiff, 

  

 vs. 

 

SUSAN B. ANTHONY, 

 Defendant.  

 

CASE NO. 1873-32 CR 

 

Cast 

Vocabulary 

Defendant: Person who must go to court to respond to Plaintiff’s claims, or a criminal charge by the 

Government. They ask the jury to solve a problem in a trial. 

Honorable: Used as the title of respect, for a Judge.  The Judge decides the law of the case, and a jury 

decides the facts. 

Plaintiff: The person who has a problem with someone, and files a lawsuit or brings a criminal charge, so 

that a jury and judge will decide how to solve the problem. 

Verdict: The jury’s decision, solving the problem, based on the facts and law in the case. 

Directed Verdict: When a Judge tells the jury that the law requires a certain verdict, which does not 

allow the jury to deliberate and reach their own verdict.  

Testify: Under oath or affirmation, a witness testifies, or says what they know.  

 

 

 

 

1.  Judge: The Honorable Justice Ward Hunt 

2. Court Clerk 

3. Plaintiff’s Attorney: Richard Crowley  

4. Defendant’s Attorney: Henry Selden 

 

5. Plaintiff’s Witness: Sylvester Lewis 

6. Plaintiff’s Witness: Beverly Jones 

7. Defendant’s Witness:  Rhonda DeGarmo 

8. Defendant’s Witness:  Susan B. Anthony                                                                                                                       



5 
 

© 2020 Celeste F. Bremer, J.D., Ed.D. All rights reserved. 

Permission to copy and perform granted to any educational organization, with attribution. 

 

OPENING COURT AND SEATING JURY 

CLERK OF COURT: [Hits gavel 3 times] All rise. The Circuit Court for Ontario County is now in 

session for the case of United States v. Anthony. The Honorable Justice Hunt of the Supreme Court of the 

United States, presiding. 

JUSTICE HUNT: Before the jury is seated, the Clerk will give the Oath.  

CLERK OF COURT: Members of the jury, please raise your right hands: Do you swear or affirm that 

you will render a true verdict according to the law as given by the Court, and the evidence submitted? If 

so, answer “I do.” 

JURORS: I do. 

JUSTICE HUNT: Please be seated. We will now take opening statements in the case of United States v. 

Susan B. Anthony. Miss Anthony is charged with the crime of illegally voting under federal Voting 

Enforcement Act of 1870, and New York State law. After opening statements, witness testimony, and 

closing arguments, I will give the jury instructions as to the law. You will apply the law to the facts you 

find, based on the evidence, and reach a verdict.  

JUSTICE HUNT: Plaintiff’s attorney will now give the opening statement. 

Plaintiff’s Attorney, U.S. Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: May it please the Court, opposing 

counsel.  Members of the Jury, we are here today because one woman decided to break the law. She 

decided the law of the United States did not apply to her. That woman’s name is Susan B. Anthony, and 

she is sitting right over there [points].  

Members of the jury, today you will hear testimony about Miss Anthony breaking the law. You will hear 

how she knowingly and illegally registered to vote in the State of New York. You will hear testimony that 

Miss Anthony voted in the Presidential election on November 5, 1872 – which she does not deny. This 

action was illegal. I will ask you to return a verdict finding Miss Anthony guilty of the crime of 

knowingly, wrongfully, and illegally voting. 

JUSTICE HUNT: Thank you. We will now hear from Defense counsel.  

Defendant’s Attorney, HENRY SELDEN: My client, Susan B. Anthony, is an educator, a nationally 

renowned lecturer, and a citizen of the United States. Miss Anthony was born in Adams, Massachusetts. 

She has lived, worked, and gone to school in the United States. Miss Anthony is an active member of her 

church and pays taxes. She has never committed a crime.  

The Fourteenth Amendment holds: “No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the 

privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States." My client was completely within her right to 

vote on November 5, 1872, because she has that right as a United States citizen. She was registered to 

vote and given a ballot by Election Officials.  She was not knowingly breaking the law.  

Just like members of this jury, she is a citizen of the United States and deserves equal protection under the 

law. At the close of this trial, I will ask members of the jury to uphold the Constitution and find Susan B. 

Anthony not guilty.  

JUSTICE HUNT:  Government, call your first witness. 
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DIRECT EXAMINATION of BEVERLY JONES 

 

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: The Government calls Election Inspector Beverly Jones to the stand. 

CLERK: Raise your right hand. Is this testimony you are about to give the truth? 

BEVERLY JONES: Yes. 

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: Please state your name for the record. 

BEVERLY JONES: My name is Beverly Jones. 

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: Mr. Jones, what is your connection to this trial today? 

BEVERLY JONES: I was an Election Inspector on the New York Board of Voter Registration. I 

registered Miss Anthony to vote in the Presidential election of 1872. 

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: When did you register Miss Anthony to vote? 

BEVERLY JONES: On November 1, 1872, she and a few other ladies came into the barber shop where 

Edwin Marsh and I were registering voters.  

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY:  Had you met Miss Anthony before? 

BEVERLY JONES: No, I had not. 

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: Did Miss Anthony come into the barber shop to see you? 

BEVERLY JONES: She demanded that Mr. Marsh and I register her and the other ladies to vote in the 

upcoming election. She was friendly but stubborn and willful. She and the other women weren't going to 

take “no” for an answer. So, I registered Susan B. Anthony and the other women to vote.  

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: Why did you register Miss Anthony and the other women? 

BEVERLY JONES: Well, I didn’t think it was legal, but Miss Anthony showed us a letter from a 

Missouri lawyer. It said that under the 14th Amendment women could vote, and if we didn’t register these 

citizens, they would sue us. 

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: [Defendant’s Exhibit D] Is this the letter Miss Anthony showed, 

from the Missouri Lawyer threating to sue you and Mr. Marsh? 

[Pass Defendants Exhibit D to the Jury].  

BEVERYLY JONES: Yes. 

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: The Court admitted this Exhibit into evidence before trial, and I ask 

that the jury view it. [Pass Defendant’s Exhibit D to jury]. 

 As an Election Inspector, you know that in the State of New York, women do not have the right to vote? 

BEVERLY JONES: Yes, I knew that then, and I still know it now, but Miss Anthony scared me. 

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: What were you afraid of? 

BEVERLY JONES: Being sued. She knew she was asking me to do something illegal, and I took her 

letter as a threat.  

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: Did you register other women to vote that day? 
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BEVERLY JONES: Yes, about 50 more women came in to register after I registered Miss Anthony. It 

was intimidating to be around so many women. 

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: What happened to their voter registrations? 

BEVERLY JONES: Well, some of the women voted in the Presidential election on November 5th. Then 

on November 18th, I was arrested! You charged me with conspiring with Miss Anthony to break the 

election laws!  

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: Was anyone else arrested?  

BEVERLY JONES: Yes. The other Election Inspector, Edwin Marsh, was charged with Conspiracy and 

arrested too! It’s a sad day when you get arrested for doing your job! Miss Anthony and some of the 

women were arrested for illegally voting. Miss Anthony was bragging that if she got arrested, she was 

going to stay in jail, just like the Suffragettes in England.  

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: Thank you, Mr. Jones. No further questions, Your Honor. 

 

CROSS-EXAMINATION of BEVERLY JONES 

JUSTICE HUNT: Mr. Selden, do you have any questions for Mr. Jones? 

Attorney HENRY SELDEN: Yes, Your Honor. Mr. Jones, you were arrested and charged with allowing 

illegal voter registration. When is your trial?  

BEVERLY JONES: It is scheduled for later next month. Mr. Crowley is the prosecutor in my case, too. 

Attorney HENRY SELDEN: Will it help your case if you give testimony against Miss Anthony?  

BEVERLY JONES: Well, I’m just trying to say how she intimidated me and then I’m hoping Mr. 

Crowley will drop the charges against me. 

Attorney HENRY SELDEN: No further questions, Your Honor. 

JUSTICE HUNT: Mr. Jones, you may return to your seat. Does the Government have another witness? 

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: No, Your Honor. 

 

DIRECT EXAMINATION of SYLVESTER LEWIS 

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: The Government calls poll watcher Sylvester Lewis to the stand. 

CLERK: Raise your right hand. Is this testimony you are about to give the truth? 

SYLVESTER LEWIS: Yes. 

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: Will you please state your name for the record? 

SYLVESTER LEWIS: My name is Sylvester Lewis. 

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: Mr. Lewis, what is your connection to the defendant, Susan B. 

Anthony? 
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SYLVESTER LEWIS: I know Miss Anthony because I watched her vote in the Presidential election of 

November 5th, 1872. The men running for President were Ulysses S. Grant and Horace Greely, their 

pictures are in Government Exhibit 1. [Governments Exhibit 1]. 

 I saw her put a ballot in a ballot box, like in Governments Exhibit 2. [Governments Exhibit 2]  

[Pass both Governments Exhibits 1 and 2 to the Jury] 

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: How were you able to watch Miss Anthony vote? 

SYLVESTER LEWIS: I was an official Poll Watcher for the First District of the 8th Ward of Rochester, 

New York. I saw her walk into the polling place, [Plaintiffs Exhibit 3, please pass to jury] and cast her 

ballot. She said she had already registered to vote when I stopped and questioned her. 

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: What was your job as an official Poll Watcher? 

SYLVESTER LEWIS: I watched the ballot boxes, the voters and made sure everyone who voted 

followed the rules. I made sure no funny business happened—no fraud, illegal voting, and no interfering 

with the voting process. 

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: Is it legal for women to vote in Presidential elections in New York 

state? 

SYLVESTER LEWIS: No, it is not. 

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: After Miss Anthony placed her ballot in the box, what did you do? 

SYLVESTER LEWIS: I filed a challenge to her vote based on her violation of the Voting Enforcement 

Act of 1870. 

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: Why did you do that? 

SYLVESTER LEWIS: Because women can’t vote, she knew that, and Miss Anthony’s voting violated 

the Voting Enforcement Act of 1870. 

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: No further questions. 

 

CROSS-EXAMINATION of SYLVESTER LEWIS 

JUSTICE HUNT: Mr. Selden, do you have any questions for Mr. Lewis? 

Attorney HENRY SELDEN: Yes, your Honor. Mr. Lewis, is it a part of your training to know the 

Constitution of the United States? 

SYLVESTER LEWIS: Yes, it is. 

Attorney HENRY SELDEN: Are you familiar with the Constitution of the United States? 

SYLVESTER LEWIS: Yes. 

Attorney HENRY SELDEN: Including the 14th Amendment? 

SYLVESTER LEWIS: Yes, I am.  

Attorney HENRY SELDEN: [Defendants Exhibit A] Mr. Lewis, is this the text of the 14th Amendment? 
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SYLVESTER LEWIS: Yes. [Pass Defendants Exhibit A to the Jury]. 

Attorney HENRY SELDEN: Your Honor, we offer into evidence Defendant’s Exhibit A, the 14th 

Amendment to the Constitution of the United States. Mr. Lewis, will you read Exhibit A?  

SYLVESTER LEWIS:  All persons born or naturalized in the United States and subject to jurisdiction 

thereof are citizens of the United States and of the state wherein they reside. No state shall make or 

enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; 

nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or, property, without due process of law; nor 

deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws. 

Attorney HENRY SELDEN: Thank you, Mr. Lewis.  The 14th Amendment says, “any person” and “all 

persons,” have all the privileges of citizenship correct? 

SYLVESTER LEWIS: Yes, it does. 

Attorney HENRY SELDEN: Are women “people?” Do “people” vote? 

SYLVESTER LEWIS: Well, yes –  

Attorney HENRY SELDEN: Thank you, Mr. Lewis. No further questions. 

JUSTICE HUNT: Mr. Lewis, you may return to your seat. Call your next witness.  

 

DIRECT EXAMINATION of RHONDA DeGARMO1 

Attorney HENRY SELDEN: Defense calls Rhonda DeGarmo. 

CLERK: Raise your right hand. Is this testimony you are about to give the truth? 

RHONDA DeGARMO: Yes. 

CLERK: You may take the stand. 

Attorney HENRY SELDEN: Please state your name for the record. 

RHONDA DeGARMO: My name is Rhonda DeGarmo. 

Attorney HENRY SELDEN: What is your connection to the case before us today? 

RHONDA DeGARMO: Well, I went with Miss Anthony to register to vote, and to cast our ballots. 

Attorney HENRY SELDEN: How do you know Miss Anthony? 

RHONDA DeGARMO: We met at a suffrage convention in Rochester, New York some years ago. We 

are both women’s rights and anti-slavery advocates. We believe in our rights as U.S. citizens.   

Attorney HENRY SELDEN: When you registered to vote with Miss Anthony on November 1st, did you 

know it was against the law to register to vote? 

 
1 In this Mock Trial, we are changing the rules that were in effect in 1872 and allowing women to testify. At the time of Miss Anthony’s trial, 

women were not allowed to testify in court, even on their own behalf.  



10 
 

© 2020 Celeste F. Bremer, J.D., Ed.D. All rights reserved. 

Permission to copy and perform granted to any educational organization, with attribution. 

 

RHONDA DeGARMO: Well, we knew that the law hadn’t been challenged. But the 14th Amendment, as 

Miss Anthony always says, includes all citizens of the United States. But the Election Inspector registered 

us, so why wouldn’t we be able to vote on November 5th? So, we did. 

Attorney HENRY SELDEN: Thank you, Mrs. DeGarmo. No further questions. 

JUSTICE HUNT: Mr. Crowley, do you have any questions for Mrs. DeGarmo? 

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: Yes, Your Honor. 

 

CROSS-EXAMINATION of RHONDA DeGARMO  

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: Mrs. DeGarmo, how old are you? 

RHONDA DeGARMO: I am 73 years old. 

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: Why was November 5th, 1872, your first time voting in a 

Presidential election?  

RHONDA DeGARMO: I have been discouraged from voting in the past, but then Miss Anthony 

explained to the Election Inspectors why all women have the right to vote. So, we registered and voted. 

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: What is the suffrage movement that you and Miss Anthony fight 

for? 

RHONDA DeGARMO:  The right for women to vote. 

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: You are a suffragette because you know that women do not have the 

right to vote, and that it is illegal for them to vote? 

RHONDA DeGARMO: I think that the 14th Amendment guarantees my right to vote.  And the Election 

Inspectors registered us to vote, so my vote on November 5th was not illegal. 

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: No further questions. 

JUSTICE HUNT: Mrs. DeGarmo, you may return to your seat. Does Defense have another witness? 

Attorney HENRY SELDEN: Yes, Your Honor.  

 

DIRECT EXAMINATION of SUSAN B. ANTHONY 

Attorney HENRY SELDEN: Defense calls Susan B. Anthony. 

CLERK: Raise your right hand. Is this testimony you are about to give the truth? 

SUSAN B. ANTHONY: Yes. 

CLERK: You may take the stand. 

Attorney HENRY SELDEN: Please state your name for the record. 

SUSAN B. ANTHONY: My name is Susan B. Anthony. 

Attorney HENRY SELDEN: Were you arrested after you voted on November 5, 1872? 
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SUSAN B. ANTHONY: Yes, but I was lawfully registered to vote.  

Attorney HENRY SELDEN: Where did you register to vote? 

SUSAN B. ANTHONY: I went to the barber shop in Rochester, New York, with two of my sisters and 

some friends. The Election Inspectors considered our request to register based upon our 14th Amendment 

rights as citizens, and then we all registered to vote. 

Attorney HENRY SELDEN: Miss Anthony, is this your signature on the Voter’s Certificate of 

Registration? Please enter Defendant’s Exhibit E into evidence. [Pass around Defendant’s Exhibit E to the 

jury] 

SUSAN B. ANTHONY: Yes, it is. 

Attorney HENRY SELDEN: Is it true that you threatened to sue the election officials? 

SUSAN B. ANTHONY: I wouldn’t say threatened, but I did tell them I would bring a cause of action, 

based upon a legal opinion.  I showed them the letter from the lawyer and read them the 14th Amendment. 

It would have been unfair, and I believe, illegal for the election officials to deny me or other women, the 

right to register to vote. I was registered to vote, and then I voted, like other citizens do.   

Attorney HENRY SELDEN: What were your reasons for voting? 

SUSAN B. ANTHONY: The 14th Amendment gives the privilege of voting to each citizen of the United 

States, and I am a citizen of this nation. The 14th Amendment doesn’t say “all men,” it says, “all persons.” 

I vote for the same reason you do. I want the ability to choose my representatives. A vote controls so 

many decisions in our United States, and as a well-informed citizen, I believe it is my duty and my right 

to participate. The pamphlet, [Defendants Exhibit C] from the National American Woman Suffrage 

Association helps to explain my point of view.  

[Pass around Defendant’s Exhibit C to the Jury]2  

Attorney HENRY SELDEN: Did you believe you were breaking the law when you voted? 

SUSAN B. ANTHONY: No. I saw myself as following the law. I am a citizen.  

Attorney HENRY SELDEN: Were you aware of the federal Voter Enforcement Act of 1870? 

SUSAN B. ANTHONY: At the time I voted, no. And as my lawyer’s opinion points out, the Constitution 

of the United States is superior to any other state or local law.  

Attorney HENRY SELDEN: Thank you. No further questions, Your Honor. 

JUSTICE HUNT: Mr. Crowley? 

 

 

 

 

 
2 Susan B. Anthony died in 1906, and this pamphlet was printed in 1918. However, it helps explain Miss Anthony’s viewpoint on why voting 

rights were and are so important.  
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CROSS-EXAMINATION of SUSAN B. ANTHONY 

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: Miss Anthony, you are an educated and well-read woman. Are you 

familiar with the Constitution of the United States? 

SUSAN B. ANTHONY: I am. 

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: And are you familiar with the Constitution of the State of New 

York? 

SUSAN B. ANTHONY: Yes. 

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: Do either of these Constitutions explicitly say that women have the 

right to vote? 

SUSAN B. ANTHONY: The Constitutions don’t say anything explicitly about women’s right to vote, or 

not to vote.  They talk about the rights of citizens. I am a citizen of the United States and the State of New 

York.  

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: That wasn’t my question. My question is: are there words in either 

Constitution that grants women the right to vote? 

SUSAN B. ANTHONY: Women are implicitly granted the right to vote.  

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: But where do they say the words, “women can vote,” Miss 

Anthony?  

SUSAN B. ANTHONY: What is the difference between women and people? Women are people. When 

our 14th Amendment says “All persons…” 

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: Before November 5th, 1872, had you ever seen a woman vote in a 

Presidential election? 

SUSAN B. ANTHONY: No. 

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: Do most women in the United States vote in each election? 

SUSAN B. ANTHONY: In some states. They are certainly entitled to under the United States 

Constitution. 

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: No further questions Your Honor.  

JUSTICE HUNT: Miss Anthony, you may return to your seat. Does the Defense have more witnesses? 

Attorney HENRY SELDEN: No, Your Honor. The Defense rests. 
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CLOSING ARGUMENTS 

JUSTICE HUNT: We will now hear the closing arguments from the lawyers. 

Attorney RICHARD CROWLEY: Members of the jury,3 you have heard that Miss Anthony threatened 

election officials and bullied them into registering her and her lady friends to vote. The election officials 

told Miss Anthony and her lady friends that they could not legally vote. But under the pressure of her 

mob, the Election Inspectors gave in and registered them. They told her a second time that she could not 

legally vote when she cast her ballot. Miss Anthony has a history in the women’s suffrage movement. She 

knew the law, and she knew that she was voting illegally.  A woman’s place is not in the political arena.  

The 14th Amendment does not say “men and women have the right to vote.” It says states cannot put 

restrictions on U.S. citizens’ rights but does NOT grant U.S. citizens any rights.  Women did not have the 

right to vote in federal elections before the 14th Amendment, and it did NOT create the right for them to 

vote. Jury members, Miss Anthony intentionally bullied election officials to register her as a voter, and 

intentionally cast her ballot in the election, knowing she did not have the right to vote. We have proven 

beyond a reasonable doubt that she is guilty. Return a guilty verdict and let us continue to be a society 

that obeys the Rule of Law. Thank you. 

 JUSTICE HUNT: Mr. Selden? 

Attorney HENRY SELDEN: Thank you, Your Honor. Susan B. Anthony is a model U.S. citizen. She 

stands up for what is right, and what the U.S. Constitution protects. Miss Anthony did not know, or 

believe, that voting on November 5th, 1872, was wrong or illegal. In fact, she has a legal opinion 

supporting her right to vote in New York. The 14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution grants all 

citizens—each person—their Constitutional rights, which cannot be taken away by any state.  

Miss Anthony is a New York resident. Miss Anthony is an educator and helps her community. She is well 

known for her writing and speaking on human rights. All she is asking for the equal protection of the law, 

guaranteed to her by the United States Constitution. When Miss Anthony voted, she knew she was 

protected by the 14th Amendment in the U.S. Constitution. She was a registered voter. She was given a 

ballot.  Members of the jury uphold the laws of this nation and return a verdict of not guilty. Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3 Keep in mind that only men could serve on juries in 1872.  
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JURY INSTRUCTION 

 

JUSTICE HUNT: Thank you counsel. Members of the jury, here are the instructions to use as you 

deliberate and reach a verdict: 

 

Your duty is to consider the evidence and return a fair and just verdict. Do not be influenced by emotions. 

Instead, look at the facts. Because this is a criminal trial, the United States Government must prove its 

case beyond a reasonable doubt. Beyond a reasonable doubt means there is no other plausible 

explanation.  

 

Susan B. Anthony has been charged with “knowingly and illegally voting.” The Government must prove 

beyond a reasonable doubt that she knew she did not have the right to vote and voted anyways.  

The elements the Government must prove are:  

• Susan B. Anthony did not have the right to vote on November 5th, 1872; and 

• Susan B. Anthony knew she did not have the right to vote on November 5th, 1872; and  

• Susan B. Anthony intended to vote and did vote on November 5th, 1872. 

 

If you find Miss Anthony committed the crime of Illegally and Knowingly voting beyond a reasonable 

doubt, you must return a guilty verdict.  

 

If you find that Miss Anthony did not commit the crime of Illegally and Knowingly voting beyond a 

reasonable doubt, you must return a Not Guilty verdict.  

 

We will now break for jury deliberations. Please use the attached Verdict Form when you reach a verdict.  
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IN THE UNITED STATES CIRCUIT COURT 

FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK, 

ONTARIO COUNTY, NEW YORK 

 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

 Plaintiff, 

  

 vs. 

 

SUSAN B. ANTHONY, 

 Defendant.  

 

CASE NO. 1873-32 CR 

 

 

 

 

VERDICT FORM 

 

Answer by checking only ONE box. 

We, the Jury, find that Susan B. Anthony 

 

 

Is GUILTY, because the Government proved, beyond a reasonable doubt that 

Susan B. Anthony knowingly and illegally voted.   

     

 --OR--   

 

Is NOT GUILTY, because the Government has not proved beyond a reasonable 

doubt that she knowingly and illegally voted.   

 

 

 

 

 

Signed by:        

  Presiding Juror  

 

Dated:     
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POST-TRIAL DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

1. Should there be laws about who can vote? Why or why not? Who should make and enforce these 

laws? The States? The Federal Government?  

2. Was Susan B. Anthony right when she registered to vote?  Because she could register and vote, does 

that mean her vote should be counted? 

3. In the real trial, Susan B. Anthony was not allowed to testify. Do you think that her testimony helped 

or hurt her case? 

4. Does the trial seem fair? Why or why not? 

a. Did the trial leave out important information? What else did you want to know? 

b. Because this issue was so controversial, should this case have been decided by a judge alone? 

Or by a jury? Do you think the results would be the same? Why or why not? 

c. Women were not allowed to serve on juries in Iowa until after the passage of the 19th 

Amendment in 1920, after they got the right to vote with the 19th Amendment. Women could 

not serve on juries in New York until 1937. Would this trial have turned out differently with 

women on the jury? 

5. The place of trial was changed because Susan B. Anthony was famous and had given speeches in 

New York. Do you think that the result would have been different if the jury was from the county 

where Susan B. Anthony lived and was popular for her speeches about women’s voting rights? 

6. What are your thoughts about Miss Anthony’s argument in support of women’s voting rights? Should 

the U.S. Constitution override state laws?  

7. Do you think the Judge should have directed the verdict of Guilty, or should a jury have decided Miss 

Anthony’s case? Why or Why not?  

a. The Presiding Judge in this case was Justice Ward Hunt, who was an Associate United States 

Supreme Court Justice. Justice Ward was sitting in on the June cases for the Circuit Court.  

b. During Miss Anthony’s time, it was typical practice for appellate judges, including Supreme 

Court Justices, to travel in their Circuit to try cases.   

 

c. Today, appellate judges do not regularly try cases. They only rule on the appeal of a case after the 

trial judge and jury make their findings 
 

8. If the 14th Amendment guaranteed all citizens the right to vote, why was the 19th Amendment 

necessary? [Please pass around Exhibit B] 

a. The 19th Amendment passed in 1920 provides: “The right of citizens of the United States to 

vote shall not be denies or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex.  

9. Can you think of any Iowa voting rights pioneers, male or female?  

a. In 1869, the first woman in the United States to be admitted to the practice of law after taking a 

Bar Examination was Belle Babb Mansfield, in Mt. Pleasant, Iowa. Although Iowa law limited 

the Bar Exam to “any white, male person,” the Iowa Supreme Court ruled that this statute did not 

exclude women.  In 1870, she was Chair of the first Iowa Women’s Rights Convention and the 

President of the Henry County Woman Suffrage Association.     
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Susan B. Anthony’s Speech Post Conviction Speech 

At the end of the trial, after Judge Hunt directed a guilty verdict, Susan B. Anthony gave a speech, 

after the Judge asked whether the sentence should be imposed. Her speech was reprinted across the 

country in newspapers and to hand out at rallies.  

After this speech Susan B. Anthony became even more popular, helping to further promote the cause 

of women’s suffrage. This speech is adapted from Ann D. Gordon’s “The Trial of Susan B. Anthony.”  

Justice Hunt: Has the prisoner anything to say as to why sentence shall not be pronounced? 

Susan B. Anthony: Yes, Your Honor, I have many things to say; for in your directed verdict of 

Guilty, you have trampled underfoot every vital principle of our government. My natural rights, my 

civil rights, my political rights, my judicial rights, are alike ignored. Robbed of the fundamental 

privilege of citizenship, I am degraded from the status of a citizen to that of a subject; and not only 

myself individually, but all my sex, are, by Your Honor’s verdict, doomed to political subjection 

under this so-called form of government. 

Justice Hunt: The Court cannot listen to a rehearsal of arguments the prisoner’s counsel has already 

consumed three hours in presenting. 

Susan B. Anthony: May it please Your Honor, I am not arguing the questions, but simply stating the 

reasons why a sentence cannot, in justice, be pronounced against me. Your denial of my citizen’s 

right to vote is the denial of my right of consent as one of the governed, the denial of my right of 

representation as one of the taxed, the denial of my right to a trial by a jury of my peers as an 

offended against law, therefore, the denial of my sacred rights to life, liberty, property, and-- 

Justice Hunt: The Court cannot allow the prisoner to go on. 

Susan B. Anthony: --But Your Honor will not deny me this one and only poor privilege of protest 

this high-handed outrage upon my citizen’s rights. May it please the Court to remember that since the 

day of my arrest last November, this is the first time that either myself or any person forbidden from 

voting has been allowed a word of defense before judge or jury- 

Justice Hunt: The prisoner must sit down—the Court cannot allow it. 

Susan B. Anthony: All of my Prosecutors, from the 8th ward corner grocery politician, who entered 

the complaint, to the United States Marshall, Commissioner, District Attorney, District Judge, Your 

Honor on the bench, not one is like me, a woman, but each and all are my political leaders; and had 

Your Honor submitted my case to the jury, as was clearly your duty, even then I should have had just 

cause of protest for not one of those men was my peer; but native or foreign-born, white or black, rich 

or poor, educated or ignorant, awake or asleep, sober or drunk, each and every man of them was my 

political superior; hence, in no sense, my peer. Even, under such circumstances, a commoner of 

England tried before a jury of Lords would have far less cause to complain than should I, a woman, 

tried before a jury of men. Even my counsel, the Hon. Henry R. Selden, who has argued my cause so 

ably, so earnestly, so unanswerably before Your Honor, is viewed as above me. Precisely as no  

person forbidden from voting is entitled to sit upon a jury, and no woman has the right to vote, so, 

none but a regularly admitted lawyer is allowed to practice in the courts, and no woman can gain 

admission to the bar — hence, jury, judge, counsel, must all be of the superior class.  

Justice Hunt:  The Court must insist—the prisoner has been tried according to the established forms 

of law. 
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Susan B. Anthony: Yes, Your Honor, but by forms of law all made by men, interpreted by men, 

controlled and imposed by men, in favor of men, and against women; and hence, Your Honor’s 

ordered verdict of guilty against a United States citizen for the exercise of “that citizen’s right to 

vote,” simply because that citizen was a woman and not a man. But yesterday, the same man-made 

forms of law declared it a crime punishable with $1,000 fine and six months’ imprisonment for you, 

or me, or any of us to give a cup of cold water, a crust of bread, or a night’s shelter to a panting 

fugitive as he was tracking his way to Canada. And every man or woman in whose veins coursed a 

drop of human sympathy violated that wicked law, reckless of consequences, and was justified in so 

doing. As then, the slaves who got their freedom must take it over, or under, or through the unjust 

forms of law, precisely so now must women to get their right to a voice in this government, take it; 

and I have taken mine and mean to take it at every possible opportunity. 

Justice Hunt: The Court orders the prisoner to sit down. It will not allow another word. 

Susan B. Anthony: When I was brought before Your Honor for trial, I hoped for a broad and liberal 

interpretation of the Constitution and its recent Amendments, declaring all United States citizens 

under its protecting aegis—that should declare equality of rights the national guarantee to all persons 

born or naturalized in the United States. But failing to get this justice—failing, even, to get a trial by a 

jury not of my peers—I ask not leniency at your hands—but rather the full rigors of the law. 

Justice Hunt: The sentence of the Court is that you pay a fine of one hundred dollars and the costs of 

the prosecution. 

Susan B. Anthony: May it please Your Honor; I shall never pay a dollar of your unjust penalty. All 

the stock in trade I possess is a $10,000 debt, incurred by publishing my paper—The Revolution—

four years ago, the sole object of which was to educate all women to do precisely as I have done: 

rebel against your man-made, unjust, unconstitutional forms of law, that tax, fine, imprison and hang 

women, while they deny them the right of representation in the government; and I shall work on with 

might and main to pay every dollar of that honest debt, but not a penny shall go to this unjust claim. 

And I shall earnestly and persistently continue to urge all women to the practical recognition of the 

old revolutionary maxim, that “Resistance to tyranny is obedience to God.” 
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