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90-1-2-13924

Denver Field Office Telephone (303) 844-1899
999 18" Street Facsimile (303) 844-1350

South Terrace, Suite 370
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March 16, 2020

Special Master Michael J. Melloy
United States Courthouse

111 Seventh Ave. S.E.,

P.O. Box 22

Cedar Rapids, 1A 52401-2101

Email: TXvNM141@ca8.uscourts.gov

Re: State of Texas v. State of New Mexico and State of Colorado
United States Supreme Court No. 141 Original

Dear Special Master Melloy:

The United States respectfully submits this letter in response to the State of New
Mexico’s (New Mexico) Request for Emergency Hearing, filed and served in the above-
referenced case on March 13, 2020.

L The United States does not object to the requested emergency teleconference, now
scheduled by the Special Master for Thursday, March 19, 2020.
& The United States agrees that travel restrictions and advisories related to COVID-

19 are creating substantial logistical difficulties for ongoing discovery and the completion of
discovery by the current May 2, 2020 deadline. For this reason, the United States requests a two-
month limited stay of the proceedings, which will allow New Mexico to address the loss of one
of its attorneys, and allow for the current COVID-19-related crisis to abate. A two-month stay
would run from March 20 to May 20, 2020.

3. In addition, the United States proposes that the deadline for completion of
discovery be set for sixty-five (65) days after the termination of the stay, or July 24, 2020. This
represents a limited extension of the existing time for discovery completion, but sufficient to
complete the remaining depositions, including the depositions not yet scheduled by New Mexico.

4, The United States requests that written discovery continue without interruption
during the limited stay requested in paragraph 2 above. As noted in Texas’ response, this request
specifically includes all document responses, exchanges, and/or duties to supplement
productions.

- The United States recognizes that the stay and extension of discovery may
necessitate a rescheduling of other pre-trial deadlines and the trial date. However, the United
States believes that the delay in trial can be relatively short, and that the matter can proceed to
trial by early summer of 2021.
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We appreciate your Honor’s consideration of the United States’ requests and suggestions
in response to New Mexico’s Request, and look forward to discussing the matter further with the
Court and Parties on March 19th.

Jamg$ J. DuBois, Trial Attorney
Unjted States Department of Justice

cc: Service List
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