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Before MCcMILLIAN, FAGG, and LOKEN, Circuit Judges.

PER CURIAM.

Teacher Steve E. Adair wasaccused of striking afemal e student in the back, and
after holding ahearing on the matter, the Pulaski County Specia School District'sboard
of directorsvoted to terminate Adair's contract. Adair then brought this action against
the school district and various members of the board of directors (collectively the
district), alleging his termination violated his procedural and substantive due process
rights and his rights under the Arkansas Teacher Fair Dismissal Act (ATFDA). The
district court granted summary judgment for the district, and Adair appeals. Having
carefully reviewed the parties briefs and the record, we affirm the grant of summary
judgment to the district on Adair's procedural and substantive due process claims for
the reasons expressed in the magistrate judge's thorough report and recommendation
as adopted by the district court. Asfor Adair'sATFDA claim, "when federal and state
claims are joined and the federa claims are dismissed on a motion for summary
judgment, the pendent state claims are dismissed without prejudiceto avoid [n]eedless
decisionsof statelaw . .. asamatter of comity." SeeBirchemv. Knightsof Columbus,
116 F.3d 310, 314 (8th Cir. 1997) (aterationin original) (internal quotation marksand
guoted casesomitted). Wethusremand to thedistrict court with instructionsto modify
itsfinal judgment todismissAdair'sATFDA claimwithout prejudice. Asmodified, the
judgment is affirmed. See 8th Cir. R. 47B.
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